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“The Gift”
Subject:  Hands...enclosed around an object, 


something you would like to receive as a gift

Media:  14X18 paper, Compressed Charcoal, 

Charcoal Pencil, Kneaded or pink eraser
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Procedure:  

1.  Prepare your homework paper surface by applying black compressed charcoal, with medium pressure, to fill the paper.  Use a paper towel or Kleenex to blend charcoal into the paper...the result will be a soft gray paper.
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2.  Have a friend or family member pose...they should be holding an object in their hands, an object you would consider to be a gift.  The gift       

 should be somewhat visible, regardless of size or shape.

3.  Direct one light source to highlight and emphasize the form/structure of the hand and the visible part of the gift.

4.  Use your viewfinder to narrow down the composition close to the hands.  To achieve balance, be sure your image is enlarged to touch all four sides of the paper.  Visualize your composition on your paper surface.
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5.  You will begin this value study by erasing the areas of greatest highlight first...allow your eyes to follow the rhythm of the light shapes.  Continue to erase into areas of half-shade, noticing subtle differences in the lighter value range.

6.  Use your charcoal pencil to sharpen edges and shade in areas of darkest value.  ***A CONTRAST of value will show clearly defined edges of your form.  It is important not to lose the identity of your forms!!***

7.  Include a variety of values in both your positive and negative shapes.

Composition

_____ 20 _____

Accuracy of Drawing
_____ 30 _____

Use of Charcoal/Eraser
_____ 20 _____

Range of Values

_____ 20 _____

Craftsmanship

_____ 10 _____
