Scrimshaw

4th Grade

approximately 2- 60 min class

Objectives:

· The students will learn to work in a new media.  

· Students will learn the term scrimshaw.  
· Students will create an artwork in the style of the scrimshaw artist.
· Students will learn about life as a Whaler and New Englander.
· Students will learn about a pioneer art form/folk art.
· Students will learn about the term and characteristics of Folk Art.
Vocabulary:

Scrimshaw:

Whaler:

Scrimshander:

Jewelry:

Folk Art

Line:

Texture:

Materials:

 Plaster of Paris, plastic spoons, paint brushes, potters needles, black or brown paint, hemp, beads, 3x3 newsprint, pencils, and Ziploc baggies.

Visuals:  pictures of Scrimshaw and scrimshanders, Scrimshaw PowerPoint, and student examples

Interdisciplinary Connections:  Social Studies.

Procedures:

1. Mix plaster and water and pour into plastic spoons.  Let it set – you will need one piece per student.
2. Show students the Scrimshaw PowerPoint and discuss what life was like for a whaler.  Show images of a Scrimshander and scrimshaw.  Explain to students what a folk art is.
3. Students should get a scrimshaw piece and a Ziploc baggie.  Have students lightly paint the flat surface of the plaster.  Then they should set it to the side to dry **not in the baggie**. – You can do this at the end, but students will need to go back and redo their lines.

4. Students should trace the form of the spoon on their piece of newsprint.  They should draw a picture in the shape in the style and theme of the Scrimshander.  They want to be sure that it is not too small or detailed – as this will be hard to do in the scrimshaw way.

5. Students will reproduce their drawing on the smooth side of the plaster in pencil.  Once they have the image completed, they will use the potters needle or thumb tack to scratch away/carve the lines.  They should also add texture to make it more visually appealing.

Evaluation:


Do students know what the term scrimshaw means?


Did the students create plaster piece in the Scrimshaw style?  Are you able to see what the image is?
Do the students know what a folk art is?  Can they tell you characteristics of a Folk Art.
Are students able to tell you about life as a Whaler?

Do students understand the significance of Scrimshaw, both artistically and historically?

Did students use and care for the potters needles properly?

Standards:

   4.1.1, 4.1.2, 4.2.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.3, 4.3.1, 4.3.2, 4.3.3, 4.8.1, 4.8.2, 4.9.1, 4.9.2, 4.9.3, 4.11.2, 4.13.1, 4.13.2 
www.ezwebsite.org/sayers


